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~The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas's Observer. __ mah 
English Opera House. 

Tae performances at this Theatre last night, were the new musical 


Drama, The Recruit, the comic Interlude, Sold for a Song, and the 
Faree of Master's Rival. 








rket Cheatre. 

Last night at this house after the Drama of Fatality, a new Farce, 
in two acts, called William Thompson ; or, Which ie He? was pro- 
duced with a success more than commensurate with its merits, for a 
tissue of greater improbabilities we never met with, even in a Farce. 
In the first place, William Thompson the First, (Mr. Vining,) ar- 
rives at the house of Dr.Soothem, (Mr. Williams,) at Richmond, how, 
or why, he knows not, unless as he tells us, he had been at his old 
tricks, walking in his sleep, as he recollects falling asleep in a coffee- 
room, in Piccadilly, and on waking, finds himself at Richmond. He 
is received with open arms by the Doctor, who mistakes him for the 
son of his oldest friend, and whom, though only living a few miles from 
each other, he has never seen; to complete the mistake the sleep- 
walker had fortunately taken the seat reserved for the Second William 
Thompson, (J. Reeve,) and is accompanied with a basket of fish and 
a hamper of wine, in which is inclosed a letter, introducing William 
Thompson as the intended son-in-law of the Doctor. Julia, (Miss 
F. H. Kelly,) with joyfal surprise, recognizes in William Thompson, 
a gentleman to whom she had lost her heart a short time before at a 
masquerade, but her joy is soon damped by receiving a letter from her 
cousin, Miss Dormer, (Mrs. Ashton,) informing her, that William 
Thompson, her intended husband, was a deceiver, as he was already 
engaged to her, and that she would come. down to Richmond immedi- 
ately to confront him. 

Julia taxes William Thompson with his fickleness, when he, to éx- 
culpate himself, owns to her that he is not the William Thompson her 
father ected, though that is really his name, and entreats her to fa- 
vor the decsit for a time, that he may endeavour to win her father’s 
good opinion. The real Simon Pure now arrives in great anxiety about 
his luggage,.and is immediately arrested for a debt, which the first 
William Thompson had made himself answerable for ;—he, however, 
pays the amount, £40., and proceeds to the house of Doctor Soothem, 
where his rival tells him the Doctor las just expired, on which he is 
about to-return to town, when he meets the Doctor himself, and taking 
him for the undertaker, a dialogue of not a very refined nature takes 
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, shall have other views from that classic soil ;and i 
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place, and evesitually Doetor Soothet, who, aswell as a son-in-law, 
is also expetting © med patient, mistakes poor William Thompson for 
the maniac, and has him carried into the house, where he is bled, 
and his head shaved. Mists Dormer wow appears, and having been 
made a confidante of by Julia, and to,punish her inconstant, when he 
calls on her to speak to his identity,"disowns him. The first William 
Thompson now calls upon his rival to give him satisfaction, and pro- 
duces the pistols whieh were in the portmentean of the secdod Wil- 
liam Thompson, whe had loaded them with three balls each, and who, 
therefore, frot the effect of imagination, imagines himself killed, on 
hearing the report, though the balls had) been previously extracted :— 
his cowardly fears thes induce him to xesign all pretensions to Julia, 
and return to his allegiance to her cousin; and. the Doctor, without 
knowing any thing of the other William Thompson, consents to give 
him his daughter. ; 

It will be seen there is nothing but iityprObabilities throughout, and 
even what little merit there is belongs to the Freneh original, ae it is 
altered from a one att Vandeville. Phe actors did all ta their power 
for their respective parts, partiewlarly J. Reeve, whe acted with @ 
great deal of brosd humour, and excited great leaghter ; it was ‘an- 
nounced for repetition, without a dissentient voice. The Comedy of 
Laugh when you Can, and The Happiest Day of my Life, followed ; 
in the last piece, Webster ‘sustained for the first time the part of JW?. 
Giliman in a clever mannet:-The house was fall. Miss Foote was in 
oue of the private boxes. 
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Tio the Editorof The Theatrical Observer. 
Dear Mr Eprror, I address you from the Cigar Divan, King-street, Covent 
Garden, having just popt in to take a cupof Coffee, whiff.e true Havannab, 
kill an hour over one or two of the Moraing and Evening Papers—skim the 
‘Magazines, and play a game of ‘Chess—delightful place——Just wish to say a 
weord—beg pardon, hope 1 don’t jatrude—dut will you exchse nre—1 have to 
mebtion, that I’ve arrdigediso as'te rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, et oae or other of the Grand Lounges about towhk. 

On Monday, must take another peep at the two new Views, at the Diorama 
Regent’s Park— was ptzzled'to decide'which was the most béattifal, St.Peter’s 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely patnted—the pictortal Masten eoin- 
plete—the water flowing, smoke ascending, sun; shining—quite nature itsel f.— 
Had difficulty te perstade a fair lady next me, that we were really viewing 


merely pictures, Shall put off my journey to tals as I’m told. re An ~ 
‘a8 good as St. Peter's wi 





satisfy me. 

On Tuesday, I drop into the Exhibition of Seyz® Ture, in Old Bond Street, 
to view the figures, life size, of Tam O’Shaster and Souter Johnny—work of 
a self-taugtit artist, James Thom—delighted beyond measure—fully expected 
to hear'Tam's uproarious. augh—the ¢xpressidn so perfect; pose of 28 
admirable, Whoever has read Burns, (and who has:not 2) mast see them. 

Os Friday, I drop in to examine.Miss Linwood's curious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square.—but I intrude—beg pardon. 

our’s, PAUL PRY. 





®@rfated and Published by E. Thonias, Dommerk Court, Exctetvehoage, S treed. 
All Communications suet be post paid,—Printing in General. 
&F The Observer is delivered daity at the Restdenves of the Subscribers at 
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Theatre Royal Hay-Market. 


This Evening, the Comedy of 


Speed the Plough. 


Sir Abel Handy, Mr W. FARREN, 
Sir Philip Blandford.......... Mr THOMPSON, 
Bob Handy, Mr VINING, 

Henry; MrCOOPER, Morrington, Mr W.JOHNSON, 
Farmer Ashfield, Mr WEBSTER, 
Evergreen, Mr COVENEY, Gerald, Mr GALLOT, 
Miss Blandford, Miss F. H. KELLY, 


Dame Ashfield. ......... ».....Mrs GLOVER, 
Lady Handy, Mrs TAYLEURE, 
Susan Ashfield. .... wslie (uawwiias Miss M, GLOVER. 


After which, the Farce of The 


Two Pages of Frederick the Great. 
Frederick the Great, Mr W. FARREN, 
Theodore, Mrs T: HILL, Augustus, Miss M. GLOVER, 
Phelps, Mr WILLIAMS, fot) 

Ernest, Mr COOKE, Carlo, Mr BISHOP, Dick, Mr C. MORRIS, 
Le Papillon, Mr M. BARNETT, Ostler, Mr COATES. 
Madame Ritzberg, Mrs W. CLIFFORD, Caroline, Mrs ASHTON, 
Madame Phelps, Mrs HUMBY, Lisbeth, Miss BARNETT. 


After'whith, (20d time) a new Paree, called 


William Thompson ; 
Or, Which is He’ 


William Thompson the First........csseesederevees Mr VINING, 
William Thompson the Second, Mr J. REEVE, 
Doctor Soothem.,....Mr WILLIAMS, __ Bailiff...... Mr C. MORRIS, 
Waiter, Mr COOKE, Thomas, Mr COATES. 
Miss Dormer, Mrs ASHTON, Mary, Miss BARNETT, 
Julia, Miss F. H. KELLY. 


To conclude with the Farce of 


The Happiest Day of my Life. 
Mr Gillman, (first time) Mr WEBSTER, 
Mr Dadiey, Mr WILLIAMS, © Frederick, Mr J, F. WILLIAMSON, 
Chartes, Mt BRINDAL, John, Mr COVENEY. 
Mrs Dudley, Mrs GLOVER, Mrs Grimley, Mrs TAYLEURE, 
‘ Sophia, Mrs HUMBY, Mavy, Mrs ASHTON. 
On Monday, ‘The Goldsmith, Rule & Wife and Have a Wife, The 
Miser, aad William Thompson. 
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Theatre Royal, English Opera. 


This Evening, (4th time) a new Musical Drama, called 


THE RECRUIT. 


With Boieldieu’s Overture to Les Deux Nuits. 
Albert Ritzler, (a Swiss Chief) Mr J. VINING, 
Col. Lacrosse, (Officer ofa FrenchCorps) MrBAKER 
Hans Frankhausen, Mr KEELEY, 

Pierre Pétard, (Serj. of Grenadiers) Mr O. ‘SMITH, 
Hector Le Brun, Mr'SALTER, 

Antoine, Mr IRWIN; © Sentinel, Mr J. COOPER, 
Lory Quartz, "Mr F. MATTHEWS. 

Agnes, Wite of Albert Ritzler) Miss KELLY, 


Elise, (her Sister) Mrs KEELEY. 
After whieh, (6th time) a new Interlude, called 


SOLD FOR A SONG. 


The Music by 4. LEE. 
Count Cremona, Mr J. RUSSELL, Dense, Mr SALTER, 
Alfred, Mr WOOD, 
Adelle, Miss CAWSE, Eliza, Miss H. CAWSE. 
To conelude with, (19th time) a new Musical Entertainment, called 


The Spring Lock! 


Preceded by the Overture to Zaira. ° 
Lorenzo de Medici, (Grand Dake of Florence) Mr WOOD, - 
Ludovico de Medici, (his Cousin) Mr J. BLAND, 

Giulio... seoe(in the Suite of Ludovico)....... Mr JAMES VINING, 

Count Montefieri, Mr F. MATTHEWS, 

Monaco, (a Comic Actor) Mr J. RUSSELL, Zenobio. Mr FULLER, 
Camaldoli, (Confidant of Lorenzo) Mr BAKER, Fitsl 

Doctor Manente, . Mr KEELEY, 
Doctor Flamingo, Rival Physiciens of Florence Mr O. SMITH, 

Aramantha, (Daughter of Count Montefieri) Miss CAWSE, 
Vergellina, (her Attendant), Mrs KEELEY, 
_ Monna Brigida, (Wife of Doetor,Manente) Mrs C. 4ONEQ, ' 


Act 1—Scene 1—Outside of a Tavern in the City of Florence, DAR of 
the Montefieri Palace, adjoining the Medief Palace!’ 8—Chamber in Doctor 
Manente’s House. 4—Saloon in Lorenzo's’ Palace.) 5—'Phe Gardén by 
Moonlight, 6—The Interior,of the Upper Story of the Turret. antique Ca- 
binet with THE SPRING LOCK. 

ACT 11—Scene 1—Apartment in the Palace. 2—Saloon in the Moitefier! ‘Pa- 
lace. 3—An Attic with bare Walls—the Mystification of Doctor Manente. 
ACT Ill—Scene 1—Exterior of .Doctor Manente’s Town House. 2—An Olive 
Wood in the Suburbs of Florence, 3—Interior of the Physician’s House 

4—~Apartment in the Turret-+-The Caginet and SPRING LOCK. 


























